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roll call
Find your name in Avondale’s history books
honour year citations
event programs
Your classmates honoured for their 
contributions around the world
LIFESTYLE IS THE BEST MEDICINE! 
Scientific evidence is showing that returning to a 
simple lifestyle is often the best way to manage and 
treat chronic disease. 
Support Avondale College of Higher Education’s 
Lifestyle Research Centre as it leads in the study of 
lifestyle medicine and grows its contribution to the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church’s comprehensive health 
strategy. 
The centre’s achievements include: 
• studying the outcomes of the Complete Health 
Improvement Programs and the effectiveness of 
a modified CHIP for illiterate communities in the 
South Pacific;
• publishing papers in academic journals such as the 
British Medical Journal Open; and
• offering postgraduate degrees in lifestyle medicine. 
Thank you for giving to Avondale’s Annual Appeal this 
year and for helping us become healthier and happier.
www.avondale.edu.au/egiving
Donations above $2 are tax deductible in Australia
2015 ANNUAL APPEAL
The 2014 Annual Appeal raised one-quarter 
($215,000) of the cost of building a new 
pitched roof for Avondale College Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. You gave generously.
THANK YOU!
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Cover picture: The class of 1974 poses for a photo at Homecoming 2014.  
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Yes, it’s a fitting Homecoming statement; but it’s also the name of 
a song from the 1970s television sitcom Welcome Back, Kotter, in 
which a teacher returns to his alma mater to help a group of struggling 
students realise their potential. While I can’t remember watching the 
show, the song’s lyrics are also a good fit for Homecoming. Composer 
John Sebastian added a second verse for the song’s release as a single:
And I smile when I think how you must have been
And I know what a scene you were learning in
Was there something that made you come back again?
Perhaps that something is found in Avondale’s motto, “For a Greater 
Vision of World Needs.” Many of you saw that vision. It changed your 
lives and in many cases your addresses! You took the imperative to go 
literally. Our focus is to foster a Christian learning community that is 
dedicated to serve—and Avondale alumni continue to serve. Perhaps 
this is why you came back again, to reconnect with classmates who 
have similar values. 
Back to those lyrics. I smiled when I read this:
The names have all changed since you hung around
but those dreams have remained and they’re turned around.
Then I read the next two lines (and I apologise for the colloquial 
language!):
Who’d have thought they’d lead ya
back here where we need ya.
Avondale needs you, its alumni, as it journeys toward university college 
status. With the granting of self-accrediting authority, Avondale is now 
considered a leader among private higher education providers. With 
leadership comes responsibility; a responsibility to continue embracing 
the challenge of learning and discovery.
We have established our Lifestyle Research Centre in response to this 
challenge. It’s leading in the study of lifestyle medicine and growing 
its contribution to the Seventh-day Adventist Church’s comprehensive 
health strategy, particularly through the Complete Health Improvement 
Programs (CHIP).
I want you to do two things over this welcome back weekend. One, 
remember the greater vision and where it has led in your life. And 
two, give to support research that is helping us as individuals and as a 
community thrive in every way.
Yes, welcome back! And blessings for the weekend.
Professor Ray Roennfeldt
President




Foyer, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
Dinner
5.15 pm, Cafeteria
$12.50 per person prepaid
7.28
7.30 pm
Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
Features: presentation of the Young Alumnus of the Year award 




Sanitarium Health and Wellbeing Breakfast
9-10.30 am, Kressville Activities Centre, Avondale Lifestyle 
Community (Cnr Central Rd and Freemans Dr, Cooranbong)
Registration
8.30 am 
Foyer, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
Worship service: Pr Brendan Pratt 
“The power of a story: legacy and potential”
10 am  
Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
Features: presentation of the Alumna and the Alumnus of the 




$15 per person prepaid
Homecoming honour year reunions
2.30 pm
See map page 15 for venues.
Dinner
5.15 pm, Cafeteria
$12.50 per person prepaid
Symphony of Psalms
7 pm, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
Experience Igor Stravinsky’s Symphony Of Psalms in an Avondale 
Conservatorium concert featuring Avondale Singers and The 






















Praise and Worship team
“Blessed”
“You Make Me Believe”
 
Atoifi Service Learning Trip
Brenton Stacey, reader
Margaret Ladru (1985), presenter
Vanessa Blagden (1985), recipient
Brenton Stacey, reader
Dr Andrew Matthes (1995), presenter
 Jerry Unser (1995), recipient
Brenton Stacey, reader
 Colin Chuang (2005), presenter
 Anita Carvill (2005), recipient
Brenton Stacey, reader
Professor Ray Roennfeldt, presenter
Krystle Praestiin (2009), recipient
Praise and Worship team
“Love Goes On”
“Blessed Assurance”
“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”
Joanna Kingston
Chris Stanley
“The Legacy of an 
Average Person”
Praise and Worship team
“Jesus at the Centre”
Chris Stanley















(Alumna of the Year)
Presentation 











Jenny Litster (1979), presenter
Glynn Litster (1945), recipient
Brenton Stacey, reader
Pr Lionel Smith (1955), presenter
 Pr Robert Possingham (1955), recipient
Brenton Stacey, reader
 Robert Dale (1965), presenter
Dr John Waters (1965), recipient
Brenton Stacey, reader
Bev Christian (1975), presenter
Dr Carol Tasker (1975), recipient
Pr Mark Craig
Praise and Worship team
“Hosanna”





Professor Ray Roennfeldt, presenter
Veronika Chester (1965), recipient
Brenton Stacey, reader
Professor Ray Roennfeldt, presenter
Pr David Currie (1955), recipient




“The Power of a Story— 
Potential and Legacy”
Pr Brendan Pratt
Praise and Worship team
“Blessed Assurance”







It was clear from the start that Krystle Praestiin’s life would be anything 
but ordinary. Born in Cochabamba, Bolivia, to parents Axel and Julie 
Praestiin, workers for the Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
(ADRA) in Denmark, Krystle spent her early childhood in South America. 
When the Praestiins moved to Australia, Krystle attended Avondale 
School and, following her high school graduation in 2003, enrolled in 
the primary education course at Avondale. She later transferred into the 
Bachelor of Arts course, majoring in international development studies.
In 2006, she worked at Vejlefjordskolen, a Seventh-day Adventist 
boarding school in Denmark, and in 2009 completed her international 
development studies placement with ADRA Denmark. Following her 
graduation from Avondale in December, Krystle was awarded a two-
year internship with ADRA Malawi.
Getting to the villages in which ADRA Malawi worked required 
time and effort. The frequent trips along bumpy dirt roads through 
landscapes dotted with baobab trees—they’re some of the things she 
remembers the most.“My time in Africa provided many interesting 
experiences,” says Krystle. One that stood out: interviewing a 
family for a story on adult literacy classes. “I was blown away by 
how learning to read, write and do basic maths had helped them 
develop a profitable business, improve their housing, provide food, 
and value sending their children to also receive an education. It was 
the perfect ripple effect.” During her time in Malawi, Krystle also 
began the Krystle Clear Waters project, funded in part by Avondale 
College Seventh-day Adventist Church. The project raised funds for 
wells in remote villages where clean water was scarce—many villagers 
previously walked up to six hours to collect it. 
Krystle returned to Australia in 2011 and now works with the Federal 
Court of Australia as project officer for the Pacific Judicial Development 
Programme. The program partners with courts in the Pacific to help 
improve access to justice and governance in the region. “I have a passion 
for empowering communities and people to reach their full potential,” 
says Krystle. “My goal is to keep doing that in whatever capacity I can.”
The Avondale Alumni Association honours Krystle for her commitment 
to development and passion for empowerment and justice.
ALUMNI CARD
REQUEST YOUR FREE AVONDALE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION CARD
Card holders receive complimentary membership of 
Avondale Libraries and discounts on accommodation 
and at the cafeteria on the Lake Macquarie campus, 
on selected events and on travel insurance booked 
through SPD Travel.
www.avondale.edu.au/alumni
Full-text downloads from Avondale College of Higher 
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krystle praestiin
AWARD RECIPIENTS  HOMECOMING
Veronika Chester enjoyed her Avondale experience so much, she 
graduated twice—in 1965 and with a Bachelor of Education in 1995. 
She received a scholarship during the final year of her Diploma of 
Primary Teaching that committed her to work for the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church for a year after graduation. So began a lifetime of 
service—often as a sole teacher—at Adventist schools in Australia and 
the Pacific islands.
Her first calling: Wagga Wagga, followed by Fulton College, the first of 
six appointments to educational institutions in the islands. The last of 
these—as lecturer in education and English at Pacific Adventist University 
in Papua New Guinea, a role that also saw her develop literacy programs 
for local villages—preceded Veronika’s retirement. She has continued 
to serve in retirement as a teacher trainer in the Solomon Islands and 
Vanuatu and as a support for teacher induction in northern Australia.
Veronika’s European heritage—a Szeszeran from Berlin who has 
returned at least three times to the country of her birth—saw her teach 
German at Avondale and Toronto schools for six years. She came to 
the role with experience as a primary supervisor at Central Coast and 
Hamilton schools.
Veronika first met husband Graham at a friend’s wedding—he played 
violin while she recited a poem. The two became soulmates, married in 
1970 and raised three children—Kerralyn, Lynden and Sharlene. Music 
played a significant role in and out of the home—the family would often 
lead musical programs at aged-care facilities. This came naturally to 
Veronika—she had sung in the Avondale Symphonic Choir, performed 
in musicals and eisteddfods and led choirs at some of the institutions in 
which she taught. She continues to coordinate musical programs for the 
Avondale Lifestyle Community. Rounding out this interest in the arts: a 
record as a published writer and as a public speaker.
Veronika thanks God, profusely, for His providence. “It’s been a great 
journey.”
The Avondale Alumni Association honours Veronika for her lifetime of 
service to Adventist education and for her commitment to the ministry 
of teaching.
Ask 10-year-old David Currie what he wanted to do with his life and his 
answer would have been to bring people to Christ and to the church. 
Now 80, the Seventh-day Adventist minister and evangelist is still doing 
that with as much passion as in his first years of denominational service. 
And wife Gaya (nee Wilton) is still by his side.
The two married in 1956, the year after David graduated from the 
Australasian Missionary College. The union has produced four children—
Delphine, Kelvin, Adelle and Althea. All were born during a period 
in which David served as a minister and evangelist for the Adventist 
Church’s conferences in Tasmania, Western Australia and South New 
Zealand. He returned to Avondale in 1971 to teach practical theology 
and to study for his bachelor’s degree. A call from the church in the 
United Kingdom to serve as the minister’s minister and as evangelist 
followed.
David transitioned into administrative roles after accepting a call as 
president of the church in northern New South Wales in 1980. He 
drew on previous experience as Ministerial Association secretary and 
added a new role as Spirit of Prophecy director for the church in the 
South Pacific before heading the church’s Trans-Australian Union 
Conference. Between these appointments came perhaps David’s 
most significant role: as coordinator for the church in Europe’s Global 
Mission ministry.
Retirement has seen David return to local church ministry, at first in 
Victoria and now in Chiang Mai, Thailand.
David presented the Alumni Lecture at Homecoming in 2008. His 
historical review of evangelism in the South Pacific served as a reminder 
of the characteristics of successful outreach—evangelists as skilled 
speakers and marketers, the ability to adapt, the use of new technology, 
and the courage to share and publicly defend one’s faith. David noted 
the decline in number of evangelists and the lack of connection Adventist 
Church members now have with evangelistic programs. “Where are the 
reapers?” he asked.
The Avondale Alumni Association honours David for a lifetime of faith 
sharing and soul winning.
veronika chester Pr David currie
HOMECOMING  CITATIONS AND ROLL CALL
begrudgingly,” Glynn says, but he admits 
he soon fell in love with the country. Since 
returning to Cooranbong in 1970, Glynn 
has taught in many schools in Australia, New 
Zealand and Papua New Guinea and returned 
to Samoa multiple times.
A lover of music, Glynn has spent his retirement 
updating Seventh-day Adventist Church 
hymnals. Beginning with the Samoan hymnal, 
Glynn has volunteered many hours notating 
hymns for the Kirabati, Tongan, Fijian and 
Pidgin hymnbooks and fundraised extensively 
for their printing and distribution throughout 
the Pacific.
The class of 1945 honours Glynn for his 
commitment to the ministry of teaching and 
his contribution to the musical history of the 
Adventist Church.
Glynn Litster arrived at the Australasian 
Missionary College on a whim. He’d missed out 
on a place at The University of Melbourne and, 
unsure of what to do next, arrived at Avondale 
via the “Gospel Chariot” bus from Dora Creek 
Station. Thus began Glynn’s adventure into the 
world of education—a course then known as 
theological normal to prevent students from 
being drafted into World War Two.
Following his graduation in 1945, Glynn took 
his first teaching position in South New Zealand 
before returning to Australia. He married Elva, 
who he had first met at Avondale, in 1951. 
Daughter Glenda was born in 1953 and son 
Reg in 1955. The family was then called to 
Fulton College in Fiji.
A call to Samoa came while they were back 
in Australia on an early furlough—“I went 
citations
Each year at Homecoming, citations are awarded to a member of each honour year class who has made an outstanding contribution through their 
work or service. Nomintations come from members of the Homecoming Committee.
LEAVING A LEGACY
The Alumni Heritage Walk honours all Avondale College of 
Higher Education alumni while raising money to preserve and 
restore the heritage features of the Lake Macquarie campus.
For more information, visit 
www.avondale.edu.au/giving
HeritageWalk_Ad_Homecoming.indd   1 10/08/2015   4:40 pm
The Adelaide-born Robert Possingham came 
to the Australasian Missionary College not long 
after becoming a Seventh-day Adventist. A 
fellow church member had suggested he study 
theology. “I laughed at the idea of doing the 
ministerial course,” he says—but the idea stuck. 
It wasn’t long before the South Australian was 
packing his bags for Cooranbong.
In December 1956, a year after graduating 
from Avondale, Robert married Noreen 
Thorpe—the two will celebrate their 60th 
wedding anniversary next year. The family—
sons Robert and Mark and daughters Sharelle 
and Roanne—followed Robert Snr around the 
South Pacific as he took on various roles.
Robert’s first calls were to literature ministry in 
South Australia and Western Australia, then to 
evangelism, then to youth ministry in Victoria, 
New Zealand and Queensland. He then 
directed youth ministry at the church’s union 
conference level for 18 years. Robert served for 
36 years in youth ministry and says seeing the 
changes in the lives of young adults have been 
among the best experiences of his life.
Robert has also volunteered in the community, 
including 18 years as a chaplain—eight with 
the State Emergency Service (SES)—15 years as 
an SES peer support officer and 40 years as a 
Justice of the Peace.
Robert credits his wife’s unfailing love and 
support as a source of strength. “All who know 
me say she deserves an award of bravery,” he 
says. “Noreen was indeed God’s choice of a life 
partner for me.”
The class of 1955 honours Robert for a 
lifetime of service to youth ministry within the 
Adventist Church.
glynn litster, 1945
pr bob possingham, 1955
to enter the photography field. She started 
D+V Photography and over the years has been 
the director of a number of other businesses—
CAD3 Architecture Firm, Studio V and Enviable 
Home Styling, her most recent venture. Her 
love of teaching has remained, and over the 
years Vanessa has employed 39 people in the 
photography business, many of these high 
school students from Avondale School.
“My goals in life are to continue to grow and 
allow life experiences to make me a better 
person,” Vanessa says. “I would not change my 
choices. I am extremely pleased that Avondale 
has contributed so much to my life.”
The class of 1985 honours Vanessa for her 
commitment to Christ-focused education both 
inside and outside the classroom, as well as her 
dedication to photography and the arts.
For Vanessa Blagden (nee Bazley), the Avondale 
experience was a family tradition—her father, 
uncle and aunts had all attended the college 
before her. Yet having grown up in the small 
country town of Monto, Queensland, with 
a population of less than 1800, Avondale 
seemed like a daunting place.
However, it wasn’t long before Vanessa settled 
in—she found her place in Avondale Memorial 
Seventh-day Adventist Church’s youth group 
and joined Pathfinders. She married David 
Blagden in 1984 and graduated with a Diploma 
of Teaching in 1985.
The Blagden family—sons Brenton and Luke 
were born in 1993 and 1994—stayed in the 
area, with Vanessa teaching first at Avondale 
Primary School and later at Avondale High 
School. An interest in the arts soon led Vanessa 
and Cariboo. In 1988, he became the director 
of education for the church’s Trans-Australian 
Union Conference and received his doctorate 
from Andrews University.
With his background in building and 
construction, John has continued to include 
physical labour in his work and home life. He 
cites a mission trip to Mexico with his students 
as one of his most interesting experiences—a 
small building project during which time they 
lived in the dormitories with the students. It 
was an experience not unlike the film that had 
inspired him to become a teacher in the first 
place. In the years since, John has worked with 
local communities in the construction of two 
churches and six schools.
The class of 1965 honours John for his 
commitment to quality, Christ-focused 
education within the Adventist Church.
When John Waters left high school at age 15, 
he was determined to never again set foot in 
an educational institution. A local Seventh-
day Adventist church screening of The Cry of 
New Guinea, which showed Pr Len Barnard’s 
missionary work, changed that determination.
“We decided we needed to do more than 
grow pineapples and put roofs on houses,” 
John says. Accompanied by his family—
wife Margaret and daughters Beverley and 
Janette—John returned to and completed high 
school at age 31. His classmates affectionately 
referred to him as “Dad.”
John graduated from Avondale’s primary 
teaching course in 1965. His first appointment 
was as the head teacher of Invercargill Adventist 
School in New Zealand. This was followed by a 
move to Canada and the position of principal in 
three Adventist academies: Halifax, Sandy Lake Dr john waters, 1965
dr carol tasker, 1975
vanessa blagden, 1985
For Carol Tasker (nee Hay), a career as a cross-
cultural educator began at Avondale. The 
third-year student needed help with her fees, 
so she joined the college’s student missionary 
program, which offered one free unit in the 
final year in return for one year of service. The 
experience at what is now Samoa Adventist 
College changed Carol’s life—it led to three 
decades of work for the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in six countries.
The journey began four days after graduation—
Carol married David Tasker in the Watson Hall 
chapel in a service conducted by the late Dr 
Arthur Patrick. The couple raised their two 
boys, Nathan and Stephen, in the Solomon 
Islands. After a move back to New Zealand, 
the family headed to Papua New Guinea. 
Carol lectured in education and religion at 
Pacific Adventist University (PAU). She became 
director of Services to Adventist International 
Libraries while working on her doctoral degree 
at Andrews University in the United States. 
Then came roles as dean of the School of 
Education, again at PAU, and as supervisor of 
master’s theses and doctoral dissertations at the 
Adventist International Institute of Advanced 
Studies in the Philippines. Carol is now the 
associate director of Adventist Education for 
the church in the South Pacific.
Carol and David have embraced cultural 
diversity. It has added colour and meaning to 
their lives and influenced the career and lifestyle 
choices of their children. It has also seen Carol 
teach hundreds of international students—she 
is humbled to be one of the mentors for a 
generation of leaders.
The class of 1975 honours Carol for faithfully 
responding to God’s calling and for her 
commitment to the ministry of teaching.
local communities. He continues to lead several 
teams to rural Queensland each year.
After completing his education degree in 
1983, Jerry began working as a physical 
education teacher for what is now the 
Department of Education and Training in 
Queensland. In 1988, he joined Emmanuel 
College, for which he now continues to work 
as a student counsellor. Jerry’s professional 
interest lies in developing mentoring and 
resilience programs in education—he 
graduated from La Sierra University in the 
United States with a master’s degree in 
counselling coordinated by Avondale. 
The class of 1995 honours Jerry for the physical, 
mental and spiritual support he continues to 
give to young adults.
Jerry Unser got lucky. The Long Beach, 
California, native had a friend in the United 
States with family connections to Avondale 
College. That helped him get a student visa. By 
the end of his year at Avondale, Jerry had met 
Karen Schubert, who would become his wife.
Jerry and Karen married in 1979. They have 
lived and raised their children—Carrie Lee and 
Mikelle—on a 67-acre property in the Gold 
Coast hinterland since 1985. The Unser’s share 
the property with Karen’s parents and sister’s 
family. The extended support is not only a 
benefit but also an adventure—Jerry and Karen 
are now raising their granddaughter, Ava.
Jerry is a co-founder of STORM Co, which 
in 1993 sent its first teams of trained young 
adults to work for, learn from and encourage 
Born in Brisbane to Pr Tim and Heather 
Kingston, Anita came to Avondale College 
from Mildura Senior and Henderson Colleges. 
She graduated with a Bachelor of Education in 
2005 and, the following year, put her theory 
into practice as a teacher at Central Coast 
Adventist School. After four years, she joined 
the staff at Blue Hills College near Lismore, 
where she also accepted responsibilities in 
communication and marketing.
Looking back on her experience at Avondale, 
Anita is thankful for the leadership 
opportunities it gave her. It also gave her a 
network of like-minded friends, friends who 
are also passionate about connecting more 
with the community.
The class of 2005 honours Anita for her 
commitment to a cause and for her contribution 
to the ministry of teaching.
It’s called Manna Haven, a not-for-profit 
vegetarian cafe operating in a purpose-built 
extension of the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
in Bryon Bay. Anita Carvill (nee Kingston) 
managed the ministry between 2011 and 
2013. She learned to trust God—“I’m still 
learning”—as He pulled together all the 
resources to establish Manna Haven. Helping 
the ministry reach its full potential—Anita’s still 
on the management committee—remains a 
focus.
But not the sole focus. Anita, who married 
Brendon Carvill in 2004, is mother to three 
children, Ezra, Malachi and Mayah. Raising the 
children now takes priority. She and Brendon 
are also building their own house using 
recycled material.
Anita is a creative who writes her own worship 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































LAKE MACQUARIE CAMPUS MAP  HOMECOMING
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ADM  Administration  ................K10
AH  Andre Hall ...........................J7
BH Bethel Hall ........................ H9
B Biology .............................R10
BR Boiler Room .....................B12
BK Bookshop  .........................E7
BS Business Studies ...............P14
CAF  Cafeteria ........................... D8















CH Chemistry  .........................R9
CC  College Church .................M8
C  College Hall .................... H12
DE  Distance Education ........... Q4
E Education Building ..........Q11
EB Ella Boyd Hall .................... G6
FL Fit life ................................ D7
FLP Fit Life Pool ....................... C7
GH Greer Hall........................G13
HFC Hanson Fitness Centre .... C10
IN Industrial Technology ...... C15
IH Institute House .................. N5
LC Ladies Chapel ....................K6
LD Ladies Director ....................J6
LT Lecture Theatre ................ L13
LB LEVIC Boatshed ................ G3
LIB Library .............................. L14
MW Maths Workshop .............. U7
M Maths Building ..................S8
MH Media House ....................M5
MD Men’s Director ................. F14
MB Music Building ................G10
MS Music Studio .................... F10
NU Nursing Building ................T6
OR Outdoor Recreation ........ C15
P Pottery Shed ....................B11
R Residences .............P5, O5, L6
SS Sculpture Shed...................B9
TC Tennis Courts ...................B17
T Turner Wing ..................... L11
WH Watson Hall .................... H15
WLT Watson Lecture Theatre ..G15
W White Building .................K12
























































HONOUR YEAR REUNION VENUES

